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Editorial

A display at Uppingham Garden Centre.

Through our publications and public-facing events we
try our best to educate the population of Leicestershire
and Rutland, but it appears that some folk are mixing
up butterflies with hoverflies! See below.

My fieldwork in 2025 was aimed at places (1 km grid
squares) where no botanist had ever been, listing
mainly common plants but also making casual records
of insects. A memorable beetle encounter still makes
me feel giddy when I recall it … in Horninghold parish
on 19 September I found two Devil’s Coach-horse
beetles Ocypus olens on a track. Upon close inspection,
one adopted the threatening scorpion pose, with tail
raised and jaws wide open. Of course, the beetle does

not have a sting in its tail, but evidently the jaws are
capable of giving a nip. The second beetle was
behaving very oddly, running laps around a tight
circuit, about 10 cm is diameter. Training for the
Staphylinid Marathon perhaps? After watching for a
minute or two, and taking a short video, I moved on.
I have read about ants that slavishly follow a scent trail,
which sometimes accidentally get stuck in a loop then
run themselves to death. Perhaps I should have rescued
the beetle from this possible fate by moving it to
another spot, lacking a scent trail.

A positive attitude to wildlife at Hoby Churchyard. Ed.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leicestershire-leicester-and-rutland-county-recorder-conference-tickets-1838130009339
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The Charnwood Branch of Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust and Loughborough Naturalists’ Club
jointly organised a Bioblitz at Queen’s Park
Loughborough. We started with moth trapping and a
public bat walk on Friday evening 1 August 2025 and
continued with a full day of displays and nature walks
on Saturday 2 August, with experts invited to help
identify finds. All the records obtained were recorded
on either NatureSpot or other official systems.

Queen’s Park Loughborough is a traditional town
centre formal park owned by Charnwood Borough
Council, managed by idverde UK, with colourful
flower beds, water features, specimen trees and shrubs.
The current annual flower planting regime is designed
to be attractive but much more pollinator friendly than
in the past, and the banks of the ornamental stream
running through the Park have also been planted in a
more wildlife-friendly way. The stream is an artificial
offshoot of the Woodbrook which flows past Queen’s
Park before being culverted to appear occasionally in
the town before joining the Grand Union Canal.  The
park is visited by many people who use the café and
the playgrounds, enjoy the floral displays, and to listen
to music recitals at the bandstand.

One moth trap was located next to the ornamental
stream and was in operation from dusk to midnight.
All the contents were collected and identified.  The
moths were recorded as expected but also caddisflies,
bugs, beetles, mayflies and craneflies were identified.
Two very small insects (about 5-6 mm) were identified
as Sisyra terminalis and Sisyra nigra (formerly
fuscata), using Plant (2013). The Sisyridae family is
in the Order Neuroptera, Lacewings. There are just
three British Sisyridae species which are separated by
the pale antennae ends of Sisyra terminalis, the
uniform brown wings of Sisyra nigra and the darker
marks on the wings of Sisyra dalii.

The species found had uniformly brown wings.  One
specimen had pale tips to the antennae (Fig. 1) whereas
the other (Fig. 2) did not. This was difficult to
photograph but the photos were sufficiently good for
James E. Jepson, British Isles Lacewing and Allies
Recording Scheme, to accept the records.

Sisyra nigra has been recorded in VC55 before, there
being currently 12 records on NatureSpot and probably
others not there recorded. There were no records on
NatureSpot for Sisyra terminalis and following a
request to LRERC, it was clear that there were no
records for the County, this now being the first. There

seem to be only 41 records on NBN, compared to
Sisyra nigra with 538 records.

The life cycle of Spongeflies is curious in that the
larvae live in fresh water feeding on or inside
freshwater sponges. Spongeflies are thought to not fly
far from water so it can be postulated that there may
be freshwater sponges in the Queen’s Park stream, yet
to be searched for.

References

Plant, C. 2013. AIDGAP Key to the Adults of British
lacewings and their allies. FSC.

First record of Spongefly
 for VC55

Fig. 1. Spongefly Sisyra terminalis, with pale antenna tips.

Fig. 2. Spongefly Sisyra nigra, with completely dark antennae.

COUNTY RECORDER CONFERENCE 2026
Hosted by Leicestershire County Council

28 Feb, County Hall

Expect a day of insightful talks, presentations and
display stands about local wildlife and
conservation initiatives in our area, with
opportunities for people to get involved.

Details here

Hazel Graves

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leicestershire-leicester-and-rutland-county-recorder-conference-tickets-1838130009339
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Gold Spangle reappears
after eleven years

Gold Spangle moth Autographa bractea.

The Gold Spangle moth Autographa bractea made one
of its infrequent VC55 appearances in my Groby
garden on 17 Jul 2025, at a WEM light. I have caught
it once before, on 26 August 2005. There are no
historic records, then 16 records between 1968 and
1999, but only three (despite the increased number of
recorders) between 2000 and 2014, the last being from
Braunstone. All records are single moths taken at light.

The large golden mark on a reddish-brown forewing
is distinctive. The colonist Dewick’s Plusia
Macdunnoughia confusa has a thinner gold mark and
has occasionally been misidentified as Gold Spangle.
Larval foodplants include a range of very widespread
herbaceous plants: Common Nettle, White Dead-nettle
and Ground-ivy, among others.

Gold Spangle is widespread
north and west of the 'Wash to
Severn' line, but records are
sparse further south, where it is
considered to be a vagrant
(Waring et al. 2003). Its long
term distribution change has
been a marked retraction away
from the midlands, with a
minus 34% distribution change
1970 – 2016 (Randle et al.
2019).

I thank Mark Skevington (VCR) for providing
information about this species and, of course, for
checking and maintaining VC55 records.

References

Randle, Z., Evans-Hill, L.J,
Parsons, M., Tyner, A., Bourn,
N.A.D., Davis, T., Dennis, E.B.,
O'Donnell, M., Prescott, T.,
Tordoff, G.M. & Fox, R. 2019.
Atlas of Britain and Ireland's
Larger Moths. Pisces.

Waring, P., Townsend, M. &
Lewington, R. 2003. Field Guide
to the Moths of Great Britain and
Ireland. British Wildlife
Publishing.

Steve Woodward

All records up to 2025 in VC55.

Although insects in the landscape may be more
temporal than the vegetation, inevitably the insect
fauna of an area may be influenced by the historic
changes to the flora of an area. Knowledge of how the
landscape of an area has changed as a result of abiotic
factors (climate) and human activities may well be
interesting to natural historians in general and, more
specifically, to entomologists.

A multidisciplinary landscape archaeological study on
the changing story of woodland in Leicestershire and

Rutland has recently been published. The study
combined palaeopollen analysis with place name
analysis to elucidate the story of woodland in
Leicestershire and Rutland.

Sellers, H., Berrio, J.C., De Sabbata, S., Jones, R., et
al. 2025. Evidence of long-term woodland persistence
despite prolonged anthropogenic stress: The combined
use of pollen and place-names in lowland
Leicestershire, UK. The Holocene. Available at
https://doi.org/10.1177/09596836251387254

The woodland landscape of Leicestershire
and Rutland since the Ice Age

Chris Leach

https://www.naturespot.org/content/leicestershire-rutland-entomological-society
https://www.naturespot.org/content/leicestershire-rutland-entomological-society
https://www.naturespot.org/content/leicestershire-rutland-entomological-society
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2026 Indoor Meetings Programme

We meet at Kirby Muxloe Free Church. Entry will be
solely by walking past the main entrance to the side
door and up a few steps.  The room is just to the left.

Guests are welcome to join us at meetings.

. Alan Cann
Secretary

Hedgerow Lane
Ladysm

ith Rd

B5380

Main St

Castle Rd

Church RdKMFC

Kirby Muxloe

To Hinckley Rd

Barwell R
d

The LRES AGM will be held on Thursday 12
March in Kirby Muxloe Free Church Hall at 7.30
pm.
Papers for this meeting will be circulated to members
in advance.  Before that, coming up in January and
February we have two online meetings - we will send
you the details to participate in these before each
meeting:

Thursday 22 January 7.30 pm

Up Close and Personal: Macrophotography Methods
- Alan Cann

This is a talk for photographers who want images that
look beautiful - and help confirm species identities for
biological records. Alan Cann has built up a collection
of over 3,000 digital images and this talk will take you
on a photographic journey through the methods he
uses. As someone on a budget he prioritises
economical solutions, and follows Sir Dave
Brailsford's philosophy of marginal gains. Join us
online for a photographic journey through the fine
details of specimen photography.

Thursday 19 February 7.30 pm

Leafhoppers & allies: identification, ecology and
recording - Alan Stewart

This talk will explore the leafhoppers, planthoppers,
froghoppers and treehoppers, collectively known as
the Auchenorrhyncha. With over 400 species in

Britain, Alan Stewart, the coordinator for the national
Auchenorrhyncha Recording Scheme, will provide an
introduction to this diverse and attractive group of
plant-feeding insects. He will cover the basic
identification features of the main families, including
some common and distinctive species that people are
most likely to come across, their ecology including
associations with particular plants, habitats and their
geographical distributions, and some suggestions for
collecting and recording. The talk is suitable for
anyone with no prior knowledge of this group.

Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society
Natural History Section Joint Lecture

What have Insects ever done for us?

George McGavin
Zoologist, Author, Broadcaster

9 March 7:30 pm. Hansom Hall in the Leicester
Adult Education College, 50-54 Belvoir St,
Leicester LE1 6QL

Insects are the most diverse and successful group
of animals on Earth. They are an essential
component of every terrestrial and aquatic food
chain- without them the world would be a very
different place. But insects have a dark side - they
have changed the short course of human history
by killing hundreds of millions of people and
destroying their crops.

Guest tickets £7. For details see
https://www.leicesterlitandphil.org.uk/event-
6105999


