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Ray Morr is ,  142 Hinck ley Road,  Barwel l ,  Le ics LE9 8DN

INTRODUCTION

The butterf l ies are probably the most famil iar of the insects
wi th  the f i rs t  s ight ings of  br imstone,  peacock and smal l
tortoiseshell  heralding the start of spring as they emerge
from hibernat ion.  A l l  Br i t ish but ter f l ies are act ive in
daylight hours thus separating them from the majority of moths.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  B r i t i sh  bu t te r f l i es  (bu t  no t  necessa r i l y  e l se -
where)  can be readi ly  d is t inguished f rom day- f ly ing moths by
the presence of  c lubbed antennae.  The only  poss ib le  confus ion
which may ar ise is  wi th  the moth- l ike sk ippers but  c lose
examinat ion of  the antennae wi l l  he lp ident i f icat ion.

The taxonomy of  the Br i t ish but ter f l ies var ies accord ing to
the l i terature consul ted.  In  the present  s tudy the system
of nomenclature used by Emmet & Heath in "The Moths and
But ter f l ies of  Great  Br i ta in  and l re land"  (MGBGI)  has been
fo l lowed.  Accord ing to  th is  nomenclature f ive fami l ies of
but ter f l ies are found in  Br i ta in .

Hesper i idae (sk ippers)  grass land insects  of ten associated
with woodland edge and hedgerows; moth-I ike when at rest and
easi ly  over looked because of  the i r  unobtrus ive behaviour .

Papi l ion idae (swal lowta i ls)  -  the Br i t ish swal lowta i l  is
rest r ic ted to  par ts  of  East  Angl ia .

Pier idae (whi tes,  su lphurs)  perhaps the most  fami l iar  o f
the Br i t ish but ter f l ies being found in  a range of  habi ta ts ;
the c louded yel low is  an occasional  migrant ;  i t  is  thought
by some t.hat migratory large whit.es may swell local populations
al though th is  is  d isputed by others.

Lycaenidae (b lues,  coppers,  ha i rs t reaks)  the b lues and
coppers are main ly  grass land species whi le  the hai rs t reaks
tend to  prefer  more scrubby l -ocat ions.

Nymphal idae (admira ls ,  f r i t i l la r ies,  browns)  -  the showy
admira ls  and vanessids are unmistakable of ten being seen in
gardens although the white admiral is usually encountered
in i ts  preferred woodland habi ta t ;  the f r i t i l la r ies are
fast - f ly ing but ter f l ies whose range in  Br i ta in  is  decreasing;
the browns may well be the commonest of the butterf l ies in
the Br i t ish rs les but  are somet imes over looked.

THE STUDY AREA

The Hinckley study area covers the whole of the ordnance
survey square SP49 wi th  some par ts  of  ad jo in ing squares a lso
be ing  i nc luded  (Mor r i s ,  1989) .  The  d i s t r i bu t i on  maps  i n  th i s
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paper  use the te t rad (2x2km sguare)  record ing system. I t
is  recognised that  the maps are,  a t  best ,  prov is ional  pending
fur t .her ,  more extensive,  record ing in  the d is t r ic t  ( r igure 1 ) .

The area is predominantly arable farmland with some grazi-ng.
Burbage Common is the largest area of unimproved grassland in
the d is t r ic t .  The neighbour ing Burbage and Sheepy Woods,
together  wi th  Aston F i rs ,  are the largest  areas of  woodland
in the Hinckley area with the exception of Ambion Wood near
Market Bosworth. Throughout the area numerous small spinneys
can be found whi le  areas of  re la t ive ly  un improved grass land
can be found at Fosse Meadows near Sharnford, Shenton Cutt ing,
Crof t  nature reserve and on the outsk i r ts  o f  Burbage adjacent
to the A447 leading to  the M69 motorway.

The area also includes the Ashby canal and the upper reaches
of  the r iver  Soar .  Severa l  d isused quarr ies are located in
the Ear l  Shi l ton area but  these are s lowly los ing the i r
na tu ra l  h i s to ry  va lue  because  o f  i n f i l l i ng  ac t i v i t i es .  The
main populat ion centre is  Hinck ley/gurbage wi th  severa l
surrounding large v i l lages such as Barwel l  and EarL Shi l - ton.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Much of the data presented in this paper has been gathered
from re lat ive ly  few sources.  The Leicestersh i re Museums
Serv ice and the Hinck ley & Dis t r ic t  Natura l  His tory  Society
have both k ind ly  a l lowed access to  the i r  records.  Mark
Baker, countryside ranger at Burbage Common & Woods has
contr ibuted f ind ings whi ls t  survey ing the wi l -d l i fe  of  the
s i te .  John Gladman contr ibuted records f rom the Ambion
Wood and Shenton area.  The Leicestersh i re & Rut land Trust
for  Nature Conservat ion a l lowed access to  the i r  reserve
records for Shenton Cutt ing, Ambion Wood and Croft Glebeland
reserves.  A substant ia l  amount  of  data was generated by the
"Garden But ter f ly  Survey"  conducted by the South West  Group
o f  LRTNC du r ing  the  summer  o f  1989  ( to  be  pub l i shed ) .  O the r
records have been gleaned from the entomological l i terature.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Unl ike many par ts  of  Br i ta in ,  and even of  Le icestersh i re,  the
H inck ley  d i s t r i c t  has  been  l i t t l e  s tud ied  fo r  i t s  i nsec t
fauna unt i l  recent  t imes.  In  the ear ly  par t  o f  the twent ie th
century,  Lhe Hinck ley F ie ld  CIub carr ied out  l imi ted surveys
of  p lants  and b i rds in  the area but  not ,  apparent ly ,  o f
i nsec ts .  Re fe rence  to  the  bu t te r f l i es  o f  Le i ces te rsh i re ,
and occasional ly  o f  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t ,  was made in  the
V ic to r i a  Coun ty  H is to ry  (Bouske l l ,  1907 ) .  I n  add i t i on ,  some
ear ly  observat ions on but ter f l ies in  the area can be found
in the entomologica l  press,  notably  by H Buckler  and Dp Murray.

The advent  of  the Hinck ley & Dis t r ic t  Natura l  His tory  Society ,
together  wi th  i ts  ne ighbour  the Market  Bosworth Natura l
H is t .o ry  Soc ieLy ,  resu l ted  i n  a  g rea te r  i n te res t  i n  t he  w i l d -
l i f e  o f  t he  a rea  du r ing  the  1970s  and  to  the  p resen t  day .
However ,  i t  was not  unt i l  1  981 that  an at tempt  was made to
ca ta logue  the  a rea ' s  bu t te r f l i es  (e rno ld ,  A rno ld  &  Thomas ,
1 981 )  which repor ted the observat ions of  amateur  natura l is ts
in  Nor th Warwickshi re and South West  Le icestersh i re.
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This repor t  inc luded n ineteen species of  but ter f l ies but  the
main drawbacks of the publication were the pauci-ty of detai led
informat ion and the lack of  h is tor ica l  data.

In  1985 Baker ,  Gameson & Mor ley l is ted the but ter f l ies seen
at the Burbage Common and Woods complex as part of an
ecologica l  survey of  the s i te  wi th  a v iew to recommending a
management  scheme.  They l - is ted e ighteen but ter f ly  species
wi th some in terest ing t ransect  data which ind icated the
high incidence of the meadow brown at the Common. A further
transect study was carried out during the summer of 1 990 and
the resul ts  of  th is  survey wi l l  be compared to  those obta ined
in 1984 ( referred to  above)  in  a paper  to  be publ ished in
th is  Occasional  Publ icat ions Ser ies at  a  fu ture date.

A prov is ional  l is t ing of  the but ter f l ies of  the Hinck ley
dis t r ic t ,  based upon the observat ions of  members of  the
Hinck ley & Dis t r ic t  Natura l  His tory  Society ,  was drawn up by
Mor r i s  i n  1988 .  Th i s  f i r s t  a t t empt  a t  a  l oca l  l i s t  i nc luded
some historical data but did not include records from the
reserves of  the Leicestersh i re & Rut land Trust  for  Nature
conservat ion (shenton cut t ing,  Ambion wood,  crof t  Glebelands) .

In  1 989 amateur  natura l is ts  in  the south west  o f  Le icestersh i re
cooperated in  repor t ing but ter f l ies seen in  garden s i tuat ions
al though many repor ted s ight ings f rom other  locat ions.  This
added greatly to our knowledge of the commoner species in the
dis t r ic t  and may have resul ted in  the rediscovery of  the
wood whi te  in  Le icestersh i re.  The data generated by th is
survey is  s t i l l  be ing analysed and wi l l  be repor ted in  due
course .  I t  i s  p lanned  to  repea t  t h i s  su rvey  du r ing  1991 .

The current presentation aims to bring together al l  known
records of  but ter f l ies in  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  up to  the
end of  1  990 and to comment  upon the s tatus of  each species
in the area.  However ,  i t  is  accepted that  the repor t  is
l ike ly  to  be incomplete because of  observer  b ias e.g.  some
areas may not  have been recorded whi le  h is tor ica l  records
remain to  be uncovered.

THE STATUS OF BUTTERFLIES TN THE HINCKLEY DTSTRICT

A totar  o f  th i r ty  two species of  but ter f ly  have been recorded
in the area at  one t ime or  another .  rn format ion obta ined
dur ing the 1 980s has shown that  some species have increased
in number in  the area e.g.  gatekeeper  and speckled wood.
some species have e i ther  dec l ined or  d isappeared ent i re ly
f rom the  d i s t r i c t  e .g .  wh i te  admi ra l ,  g reen  ha i r s t reak .
others are present as small vulnerable remnant popurations
e .g .  pu rp le  ha i r s t r eak .

rn other parts of the country, agriculturar practices have
been bramed for  the decl ine in  Br i t ish but ter f ly  populat ions.
In  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  the dest ruct ion of  most  o f  the
grassland by farming and the continuing growLh of the urban
sprawl  have,  wi thout  a  doubt ,  contr ibuted to  the demise of
some but . ter f l ies in  the area.  v{h i re  gardens may prov ide
usefu l  feeding s tat ions wi th  BuddLeia,  Rudbeckia,  Sedum
etc,  the major i ty  o f  but ter f l ies do not  seem to breed in
such ar t i f ic ia l  habi ta ts .  The cont inued demand on the
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countrys ide around Hinck ley,  par t icu lar ly  for  roads,  housing
and industr ia l  developments,  fur ther  threatens the surv iva l
o f  bu t te r f l i es  i n  t he  d i s t r i c t .

The reintroduction of management at Burbage and Sheepy Woods
may resul t  in  the reappearance of  the whi te  admira l .  I t  is
possible that active management of Ambion Wood may also
encourage the return of  th is  but ter f ly  to  the d is t r ic t  a long
with a strengthening of the remnant purpLe hairstreak pop-
u lat ion.  The presence of  r ing let  but ter f l ies at  Burbage
Common,  the only  substant ia l  p iece of  re la t ive ly  un improved
grass land in  the d is t r ic t ,  is  encouraging but  i ts  spread f rom
the  s i t e  t o  o the r  poss ib l y  su i tab le  hab i ta t s  i s  res t r i c ted
by urban sprawl  on one s ide and in tens ive agr icu l ture on the
other

The rack of management at shenton cutt ing reserve has seen a
severe decline in the numbers of common blue and small copper
but ter f l ies which re ly  upon shor t  grass swards for  the i r
foodplants ,  such as b i rds foot  t re fo i l ,  to  thr ive.  In  th is
par t icu lar  case,  scrub encroachment  is  an addi t ional  problem.
The Ashby canal  is  increasingly  being " improved"  for  rec-
rea t i ona l  use  e .g .  f i sh ing ,  wa lk ing ,  boa t i ng .  As  a  resu l - t
much of the hedgerow and waterside plants are not being
al lowed to thr ive as pr ior i ty  is  g iven to  human access rather
than  to  w i l -d l i f e .

The major i ty  o f  copses in  the d is t r ic t  are overgrown and
require urgent management i f  they are to be suitable havens
for  wi ld l i fe .  An example of  how benef ic iar  management  can
be is  the re in t roduct ion of  woodcraf t  a t  the Brake Spinney
(Peck le ton ) ,  a  p r i va te  rese rve  o f  t he  H inck ley  &  D is t r i c t
Natura l  His tory  Society ,  where speckled wood but ter f l ies,
virtual ly unknown less than ten years dgo, are now commonplace.
Grassy areas,  such as Crof t  Hi I I ,  are being threatened by
quarrying or are coming under the plough. Other quarries
are being f i r led wi th  refuse thus desLroy ing potent ia l ly
impor tan t  s i t es .

The but ter f ly  fauna of  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  is  not  except ional
wi th  one or  two species being vu lnerabre.  wi thout  act ive
management  of  s i tes for  wi ldr i fe  conservat ion and the pro-
tect ion of  some vurnerable l -ocat ions f rom the ravages of
housing,  agr icu l tura l -  and industr iar  deveropments,  the fu ture
fo r  bu t te r f r i es  i n  t he  H inck rey  d i s t r i c t  rooks  b leak .
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Figure 1. The HinckTey and Distr ict Study Area
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SYSTEMATIC LISTTNG

The fo l lowing descr ip t ions of  the but t .er f l ies of  the Hinck ley
distr ict are arranged according to the nomenclature of Emmet
&  Hea th  (1989) .  Maps  o f  t he  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  spec ies  a re
appended at  the end of  the systemat ic  l is t ing.  The numbers
fol- l-owing each map reference give the number of tetrads of a
tota l  o f  44 where the species has been recorded.

Fami ly :  HESPERIIDAE ( the Skippers)

Thynel icus sy lvest r is  Poda (Smal1 sk ipper ;  map 1;  23/441

Common throughout England and Vfales usually being found in
d iscrete co lonies in  rough grass land and roadside verges.
The VCH (Bouskel l ,  1907 )  repor ted the species in  the Ambion/
Shenton area pr ior  to  1907 whi le  Buckler  (1954)  commented upon
i t .s  cont inued presence in  th is  locat ion.  Dur ing the la te
1 950s and through the 1 960s the but ter f ly  was regular ly
recorded in  the Ear l  Shi l ton area by Raske ( records held by
the Leicestersh i re Museums Serv ice) .  The few records of  the
1  970s  were  fo l l owed  by  many  i n  the  1  980s  w i th  seven  i n  1  990 .
The species has been recorded throughout  the d is t r ic t  in
sui tab le habi ta ts  wi th  a maximum of  59 being noted at  Burbage
common on  25 .v i i . 89 .  The  f l i gh t  pe r iods  no ted  roca l l y  concu r
wi th  the l i terature (June-July)  a l though one was seen at  a
Barwe l l  ga rden  on  the  l a te  da te  o f  18 . i x .90 .  [The  s im i l a r
Essex  sk ippe r  has  no t  been  no ted  i n  the  d i s t . r i c t l .

OchLodes venata Bremer & Grey (Large sk ipper ;  map 2;  19/44 ' )

As wi th  the smal l  sk ipper ,  th is  species f requents rough
grassland and can be expected to be encountered throughout
England and wares wi th  some extension in to scot land.  Local ly ,
the butterf ly does not seem to be as common as the sma1l
sk ipper .  The f i rs t  record for  the d is t r ic t  seems to be f rom
Ear l  Sh i l t on  (28 .v i . 59 )  w i th  the  same a rea  p rov id ing  a l l  o f
t he  1960s  reco rds  (Raske ) .  Th roughou t  t he  1970s  and  1980s
the species was noted f rom many par ts  of  the area wi th  Burbage
Common seeming t .o  be the major  s t ronghold.  At  th is  s i te
high numbers of large skippers were noted during the summer
o f  1989  w i th  a  max imum o f  45  be ing  seen  on  24 .v i . 89 .

/1U Erynnis  tages L.  (o ingy sk ipper ;  map 3;  4 /44)
\1 

'

The MGBGI (Emmet & Heath,  1989 )  repor ts  th is  species as being
the most  widespread of  the sk ipper  but ter f t ies.  The species
is  usual ly  on the wing f rom mid-May to la te June wi th  an l
occasional  second emergence.  I ts  main foodplant  seems to be ,
b i rds foot  t re fo i r  but  despi te  the apparent  widespread
dis t r ibut ion of  the foodplant  in  the d is t r ic t  (Pr imavesi  &
Evans ,  1988)  the  bu t te r f l y  i s  ra re ,  poss ib l y  ex t i nc t .  The
only records located to date alt come from the Shenton/Ambion
a rea :  Amb ion  Wood  on  24 . i i . 54  (Buck le r ,  1954 )  and  1970s
(  l ,e icestersh i re Museums serv ice )  ;  shenton cut t ing on 5 .vL .7  2 ,
11  . v i . 72 ,  25 . v i . 72  and  23 . v i . 73  (a rno ld ,  A rno ld  &  Thomas ,
1981 ) . u
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k Pyrgus malvae L.  (GrLzzLed sk ipper ;  map 4,  S/44)

Found throughout much of England arthough Leicestershire may
be near  to  i ts  nor thern l imi ts .  Only  f ive records of  the
species have been located for  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  ar though
Buckler  (1954)  commented on i ts  presence at  Ambion Wood.  In
the 1 970s the but ter f ly  was found in  the Ambion area
( l ,e icestersh i re Museums serv ice) ,  Normanton park in  1971 (a lso
Leicestersh i re Museums Serv ice)  and at  Shenton Cut t ing on
11 .v i . 72  (A rno ld ,  A rno ld  &  Thomas ,  1981 ) .  The  on l y  o the r
reco rd  i s  o f  one  a t  Bu rbage  Common on  16 .v i . 89 .  I t  i s  l i ke l y
that  the species is  over looked rather  than ext inct  in  the
dis t r ic t  a l though i t  is  probable that  there are only  a few
remnant  populat ions present .

Fami l y :  P IERIDAE (Wh i tes ,  su lphu rs )

\+\  
Lept idea srnapsrs L.  (Wood whi te ;  map 5;  3 /441

Th is  bu t te r f r y ,  cha rac te r i sed  by  i t s  " s loppy "  f r i gh t ,  i s  f a i r r y
rest r ic ted in  i ts  Br i t ish range wi th  main populat ions being
associated wi th  woodlands.  The MGBGT (Emmet & Heath,  1989)
repor ts  that  young coni ferous p lantat ions are poss ibty
inst rumenta l  in  the s l ight  spread of  t .he wood whi te  f rom i ts
recognised d is t r ibut ion a l though some observers have not
expe r ienced  th i s  (G ladman ,  1990) .  rn  Le i ces te rsh i re  the
species is  probably  ext inct  wi th  the l ike l ihood t .hat  the
Iast  county record came f rom the Ear l  Shi l ton quarr ies area
(now be ing  f i l l - ed  i n )  du r ing  1976  (A rno ld ,  A rno ld  &  Thomas ,
1 981 )  .  The only  other  records f rom the d is t r ic t  a lso come
from the same genera l  area.  The VCH (Bouskel l ,  1907)  repor ts
the but ter f ly  present  at  Ear I  Shi l ton dur ing 1 880 whi le  an
unconf i rmed s ight ing of  two poss ib le  wood whi tes was made
a t  nea rby  C ro f t  H i l l  on  7 . v .89  (Anon ,  1990 ) .

\ fJr1 Col - ias crocea Geof f roy (Clouded yeI low;  map 6;  7 /441

This  migrant  species wi r r ,  in  su i tab le years,  expand rapid ly
f rom i t s  con t i nen ta l  base  i n to  B r i t a in .  1983  p roved  to  be
one of  the best  "c louded yel row years"  ever  recorded and
Le ices te rsh i re  had  i t s  f a i r  sha re  o f  s igh t i ngs  (Ha l l -Smi th ,
1 985 ) .  The same year also gave the f irst known records of
the  bu t te r f l y  f o r  t he  H inck ley  d i s t r i c t  w i th  e igh t  s igh t i ngs
being repor ted inc lud ing records f rom Barwel l  and eurbage
v i l l ages ,  Shen ton  Cu t t i ng ,  Su t ton  Cheney  e tc  (Ha l1 -Smi t [ ,
1985 ) .  On  15 . v i i i . 83  Shen ton  Cu t t i ng  was  repo r ted  t o  have
he ld  a t  l eas t  1  5  o f  t he  spec ies  poss ib l y  as  a  resu l t  o f
successfuL breeding of  ear l ier  migrants .  A Burbage garden
hosted a s ing le but ter f ly  in  the summer of  1984 (no exact
date but  June-July  per iod)  whi le  shenton cut t ing again had
a  c louded  ye l l ow  in  the  same yea r  (no  exac t  da te ) .  rn  1990
the  same Burbage  ga rden  had  a  s ing le  bu t te r f l y  on  11 .v i i i . 90 .

,$ \b Gonopteryx rhamni  L.  (Br imstone;  map 7;  27/44)- - - - F  ' '

Despi te  the re la t ive ly  in f requent  occurrence of  i ts  major
foodplant ,  buckthorn,  in  the area the br imstone but ter f ly
is  widely  d is t r ibuted and fa i r ly  common throughout  the survey
a rea .  su rp r i s i ng l y r  Do  reco rds  o f  t h i s  d i s t i nc t i ve  bu t te r f r y
have been located pr ior  to  1967 when i t  was f i rs t  noted in
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i n  t he  Po t te rs  Mars ton  a rea  (7 . v i i i . 67 ;  Le i ces te rsh i re  Museums
Serv ice) .  A l though never  seen in  any numbers the species
has been recorded in every month except. December. The
ear l i es t  reco rd  was  one  i n  a  Ba rwe l l  ga rden  on  28 .1 .90 !
Burbage Common held at  least  n ine of  the species on 30. iv .89.
Larvae were found feeding on cotoneaster leaves in a Burbage
garden  on  18 . i v .85  bu t  i t  i s  no t  known  i f  imagos  success fu l l y
developed.

,1*R Pier is  brass icae L.  ( l ,arge whi te ;  map 8;  28/44)

An abundant species in most years throughout Britain often
supplemented by migraLions from Europe. The commoness of the
but ter f ly  is  re f lected in  the Hinck ley area where i t  has been
recorded in  28144 tet rads.  Surpr is ing ly ,  not  usual ly  recorded
in  h igh  numbers  a l t hough  a  Burbage  ga rden  he ld  30  on  19 .v i i . 89 .
The earl iest located record was it  l lormanton Park as recently
as  7  . v i - i i  . 67  !

" {S  
P ie r i s  rapae  L .  (Sma1 l  wh i te ;  map  9 ;  29 /44 )

l ) '

Another abundant species often seen in gardens. Noted from
29 /44  te t rads  w i th  50  be ing  seen  a t  C ro f t  on  21 .v .89 .  As
wi th the large whi te ,  the f i rs t  local  record seems to have
been  a t  Norman ton  Park  on  7 .v i i i . 67 .

r<$  P ie r i s  nap i  L .  (Green-ve ined  wh i te ;  map  10 ;  21 /441
t ,

Another abundant species being widespread t.hroughout the
Br i t i sh  I s les .  F i r s t  reco rded  nea r  Hunco te  on  27 .v i i . 67 ,
the species has been wel l  recorded in  the d is t r ic t  dur ing
the 1980s.  Twenty one were seen at  Burbage Common on
16 .v i i i . 89 .  On l y  t h ree  repo r t s  have  been  l oca ted  f o r  1990 .
Whi le  the records suggest  a  widespread d is t r ibut ion in  the
d is t r i c t  i t  i s  l i ke l y  t ha t  t he  spec ies  i s  cu r ren t l y  under -
recorded.

65) Anthochar is cardamines L.  (Orange t ip;  map 1i ;  21/44)

A nationally common and widespread butterf ly of early summer
wi th the male wi th  i ts  orange wing t ips being unmistakabre.
Widespread throughout  the Hinck ley area as are i ts  na in
foodplants  of  lady 's  smock and gar l ic  mustard.  The f i rs t
rocal record came from the Burbage area in 1 968 with up to
14 being seen over  the f ie lds adjacent  to  the Brake sp inney,
Peck le t .on  on  8 .  v i  . 85 .

Fami ly :  LYCAENfDAE (e lues and hai rs t reaks)
,r(

\ t '  CaTTophrys rubi  L .  (Green hai rs t reak;  map 12;  1 /44)

Fai r ly  widespread throughout  Br i ta in .  Uncommon,  i f  not
ext inct  in  the Hinck ley area.  "One or  two"  were noted
occas iona l l y  i n  t he  H inck ley  a rea  du r ing  1950-1960  bu t  no
fu r the r  de ta i l s  a re  ava i l ab le  (A rno ld ,  A rno ld  &  Thomas ,  1981)
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. (q  Quercusia guereus L.  (Purp le hai rs t reak;  map 13;  2 /44)
t r

A species main ly  conf ined to  the southern hal f  o f  Br i ta in
wi th  Leicestersh i re being near  i ts  nor thern l imi t .  Commonly
seen near the tops of oak trees part icularly at Burbage
Common and Woods near Hinckley. The only other known local
s i t e  i s  Amb ion  Wood  (17 . v i i i . 84 )  a l t hough  i t  i s  l i ke l y  t ha t
other  woods may hold smal l  populat ions.  Whi ls t  normal ly
found in JuIy and August, a single butterf ly was seen at
Burbage Common on 15. iv .85 probably  as a resul t  o f  a  premature
emergence.

Satyr ium w-al -bum Knoch (Whi te- le t ter  ha i rs t reak;  map 14;  3 /441

Originally fair ly widespread in England this butterf ly has
decr ined because of  the ef fect  o f  Dutch e lm d isease on i ts
host  p lant .  However ,  there is  a  suggest ion that  wych e lm
may be an acceptable alternative food plant. Only four
local  records have been located for  th is  species.  The VCH
(Bouskel l ,  1907 )  repor ted i ts  presence at  Ambion Wood pr ior
to  1 907 whi le  two records herd by the Leicesterh i re  Museums
Serv ice ind icated the presence of  the but ter f ly  in  the
Huncote area dur ing the 1970s.  A s ight ing of  the species at
Bu rbage  Wood  on  14 .v i i i . 83  i s  uncon f i rmed  bu t  t he re  i s  a
d is t inct  poss ib i l i ty  that  the observat ion is  genuine because
o f  t he  e f fec t  o f  t he  1983  ho t  summer .

Lycaena  phLaeas  L .  (Sma l l  copper ;  map  15 ;  22 /441

A common species throughout Britain found in a wide range of
habi ta ts .  The but ter f ly  is  par t icu lar ly  fond of  sunning i tse l f
o f ten return ing repeatedly  to  the same spot  despi te  d is turbance.
widespread in  the Hinckrey d is t r ic t  ar though the f i rs t  local
record seems to have been in  1958 at  Burbage Wood.  Never
found in any numbers arthough twerve were recorded at Fosse
Meadows on 24.Lx.89.  Most  local -  records come f rom the
per iod August  to  October  a l though the ear l iest  s ight ing was
May.  The l imi ted amount  of  data avai rabre suggests that  two
generations each year is not uncommon.

ti(Y

r{b\

I
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\5ry  
PoTyomattus icarus Rot tenburg (Common b lue;  map 16;  20/44, ,

Widespread and common throughout Britain in suitabte habitats
where i ts  major  foodplant ,  b i rd 's  foot  t re fo i l ,  grows.  The
most favoured habitats are unimproved grassland and road
verges.  The ear l iest  loca1 record is  f rom the Shenton area
as recent ly  as 1970 but  the species has s ince been recorded

,  in  19/44 te t rads.  Ten were seen at  Shenton Cut t ing on
20 .v i i i . 87  bu t  t h i s  a rea  has  become less  a t t rac t i ve  to  the

. .  spec ies  as  the  sho r t  t u r f ,  essen t i a l  f o r  t he  g rowth  o f  b i rd ' s
foot trefoi l ,  has been overgrown with rank grass and hawthorn
scrub.  A la te example of  the but ter f ly  was noted at  the
Ashby  Cana1  nea r  S toke  Go ld ing  on  16 .x .80 .
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\ ( tp  
Ce las t r ina  arg io , Ius  L .  (uo l ty  b lue ;  map 17;8 /aa l

(s{

Found over much of southern England and the Midlands this
butt.erf ly tends to be most commonly recorded where its food-
p lan ts  (ho I I y  and  i vy )  a re  g row ing .  The  spec ies  i s  b i vo l t i ne
wi th the ear ly  generat ion being on Lhe wing Apr i l -June and
the la ter  generat ion f ly ing August-September.  Unt i l  the
1 980s the species was v i r tua l ly  unrecorded in  the d is t r ic t
wh i l e  i n  1990  the  spec ies  has  been  w ide l y  seen  i n  the  a rea .
The b ivo l t ine nature in  1 990 was c lear ly  demonstrated wi th
four  records dur ing May and the remainder  in  August .

Fami ly :  NYMPHALfDAE (Admira ls ,  nymphal ids,  browns)

Ladoga  eami l - l a  L .  (Wh i te  admi ra l ;  map  18 ;  1 /+A)

A woodland species rest r ic ted to  the south of  England and
never very common even when it  does occur. There is some
thought  that  the species may be extending i ts  range (MGBGI) .
Le icestersh i re is  very much at  the exLremes of  the species '
range and i t  is  not  surpr is ing that  on ly  two records have
been located f rom the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  both f rom Burbage
Wood .  Mur ray  (1946)  repo r ted  see ing  the  bu t te r f l y  i n  Ju l y
of  1  945 whi le  the Leicestersh i re Museums Serv ice holds a
record f rom 1958.  The return of  a  coppice management  system
with the creat ion of  g lades and dappled sunl i t  areas in
both Burbage and Sheepy Woods may encourage the return of
the species to  the s i te

Vanessa  a ta l an ta  L .  (Red  adm i ra l ;  map  19 ;  21 /44 )

A widespread nymphalid found throughout Britain. The species
is  par t icu lar ly  fond of  nectar-producing f lowers such as
Buddieia, Rudbeckra and Sedum but can also be found feeding
at  ivy  and rot t ing f ru i t .  The Br i t ish res ident  populat ion
(which overwinters to  a cer ta in  extent)  is  usual ly  complemented
by migrat ions f rom Europe and Nor th Afr ica.  The but ter f ly
is  commonly encountered throughout  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  but ,
as  w i th  o the r  spec ies ,  reco rd ing  has  on l y  recen t l y  s ta r ted .
The ear l iest  record is  f rom the Burbage area in  1 968 wi th
th i r t . een  be ing  seen  a t  Bu rbage  Common on  16 .v i i i . 89 .  The
red admira l  has been seen in  a l l  but  the f i rs t  three months
of the year and has even been found in an overnight MVL trap
a t  Ba rwe l - l  ( 30 . i x .90 ) .  Mos t  reco rds  come f rom the  au tumn
per iod .

Cyn th ia  ca rdu i  L .  (Pa i .n ted  l ady ;  map  2O;  13 /44 )

A migrant  species which has,  a t  one t ime or  another ,  been
found in  most  par t  o f  Br i ta in .  I ts  d is t r ibut ion ref lects
the route of  migrat ion and the degree of  local  breeding.
There is  no ev idence of  over-winter ing in  Br i ta in .  In  the
Hinck ley area most  records come f rom gardens wi th  a few f rom
rura l  locat ions.  Most  commonly seen August-September but
occasional ly  October .  The h ighest  number of  records for  any
year  seems to have been the e l -even seen in  1 988.  Only  one
reco rd  has  been  f ound  f o r  1990  (nu rbage ,  11 . v i i i . 90 ) .
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l f }  Agla is  ur t icae L.  (Smal l  tor to iseshel l i  map 21 ;  29/44,)

widely distr ibuted and can be abundant. Hibernates over winter
and wil l  appear early the next year when weather condit ions
are acceptabre.  conseguent ly ,  in  warm years the but ter f ly
may be seen in  every month.  rn  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  the
species has been noted in  29/44 te t rads of t ln  in  some numbers.
surprisingry, the f irst known record for the area was at
Burbage in  1968!  The h ighest  number seen at  one t ime was 4g
at  Burbage common on 11.v i i .89 whi le  one h ibernat ing uui -e i i fy
was observed on Chr is tmas Eve 1989 in  a local  church.  Seenin the area in arl months of the year except January and
February

{5q,(  Nynphal is  po lychLoros L.  ( targe tor to isesherr ;  map 22;  1 /441

This butterf ly was fairry widespread, although local, in
England earry this century. l low it  is considered to be
absent  f rom Br i ta in  as an endemic species.  occasional
reports of migrants are received bul numbers are very low
and repor ts  er rat ic .  The vcH (Bouskel l ,  1go7)  iecords thepresence of the butt.erfry in the Anbion wood region in the
last  century whi le  Buckler  (1954)  commented tha l  the species
was taken at  the same s i te  s ince the publ icat ion of  the VCH.

t f r  I naeh is  i o  L .  (peacock ;  map  23 ;  29 /44 )

Another common-, widespread and often abundant nyphalid found
throughout  much of  Br i ta in .  Hibernates overwin l l r .  Not
surprisi.qry the species has been recorded throughout the
H inck ley  d i s t r i c t  (29 /44  te t rads )  bu t  no  reco rds -p reda te
1968 (eurbage) .  The but ter f ly  has been seen in  most  months
of the year including one on Lhe wing in the sketchrey area
o f  H inck rey  on  17 . i . 90 .  Th i r t y  were  reco rded  i n  a  au ibagega rden  on  24 . v i l .B9  .

tfr8 Polygonia c-al-bun L. (Comma; map 24, 1g/44)

widespread throughout England and wales although there is
thought t lr"!  i t" range miy be decreasing. rheie is some
histor ica l  ind icat ion to  suggest  that  in  t t re  rast  century
the hop was the main foodplint with a change to nett le in thepresent  century (Emmet & Heath,  1999) .  rh ;  ear l iest  record
rocated for the Hinckrey distr ict was at Arnbion r{ood on18 . i v . 36  (euck le r ,  193g ) .  S ince  t hen  t he re  have  been  spo rad i creports unti l  the 1 980s l l tet more systematic recording Snowedthat the butterf ly was often seen aithough ,ru.,r" i  in aiy
numbers.  

.1989 wa!  a par t icu lar ry  good y6. r  for  records wi the reven  be ing  no ted  a t  Bu rbage  common on  9 . i x .g9 .

(b'fr Argynnis  agla ja  L.  (Dark green f r i t i r rary ;  map 25;  2 /44)

I? lTrv_widespread in  much of  Br i ta in  but  patchy in  the
Midland counties. Two unconfirmed records come from fhe
study area both by the same observers. The f irst came from
a Burbage  ga rden  (20 .v i i . 96 )  wh i te  the  second  was  two  daysra te r  a t  t he  B rake  sp inney ,  peck re ton  on  22 .v i i . g6 .  A t  bes tthe but ter f ly  must  be conl idered a vagrant  in  the area andi t  i s  un r i ke l y  t ha t  a  v iab le  popu la t i 6n  ex i s t s .
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lwv Argynnis  paphia L.  (S i lver-washed f r i t i l la ry ;  map 26;  1 /44, )

A species wi th  a main ly  south-western d is t r ibut ion,  th is
f r i t i r r a ry  i s  i n  dec l i ne  i n  B r i t a in .  rn  the  l as t  cen tu ry  i t
occurred throughout England and wares and, possibly, into
scotrand.  r t  is  thought  that  th is  species has suf iered f rom
the decline of tradit ionar woodrand management causing an
increase in shading in such habitats and the fragmentation
of  co lonies reducing the oppor tuni ty  for  recolonisat ion.
The Hinck ley d is t r ic t  has only  one record of  the but ter f ry ,
uncon f i rmed ,  a t  Bu rbage  t {ood  on  14 .v i i i . g3 .  Th i s  may  have '
been a genuine s ight ing of  the but ter f ly  consider ing the
effect of the hot sumrner of that year on many species.

br iq  
Patarge aeger ia  L.  (Speckled wood;  map 27;  12/44)

This butterf ly is eonuhon in deciduous and coniferous woodlands
throughout southern Britain and is increasing its range
nor thwards.  F l ight  act iv i ty  is  dependent  upon sunshine wi th
the males demonstrat ing ter r i tor ia l  behaviour  in  the i r  chosen
"sunspot" ._  The species is  conf ined,  in  the main,  to  woodtand
si tes in  the Hinck ley d is t r ic t  a l though occasional ly  i t  is
recorded f rom gardens.  The main s i tes for  the area seem to
be Ambion Wood, Sheepy. I"9d, Burbage Wood and the Brake Spinney
al though i t  is  l ike ly  that  o ther  sp inneys suppor t  populat ions.
The f i rs t  locaI  record was in  1958 f rom nurbage Wood-whi le
in  the 1980s the but ter f ly  has been more widery noted.
rnvest igat ion of  su i tab le habi ta ts  in  the d is t i ic t  may wel l'  unear th other  coronies.  present ly  noted f rom '12/44 

t i t rads.

tbl- l  Lasiomatta negera L. (WalI; rnap 28; 21 /44,t

Widespread throughout England and Tlales, the WaII butterf ly
can be found in  a var ie ty  of  habi ta ts .  rncreasingry being
noted from surburban gardens where it  may be seen-sunning
i tse l f  on wal ls  and fences.  The f i rs t  local  records cam6
f rom Bu rbage  Wood  (1958 )  and  C ro f t  ( 27 . v i i . 62 ) .  The  i nc reas ing
awareness of  but ter f l ies by rocal  recorders in  the 19g0s
showed the wide d is t r ibut ion of  the species in  the d is t r ic t
wi th  the but ter f ly  now having been recorded f rom 21/Aa of - ine
survey tetrads. Never recorded in any numbers with 6 being
seen  i n  t he  Bu rbage  a rea  on  24 . v i i i . g5 .

\ r -  Pyronia t i thonus L.  (Gatekeeper ;  map 29;  16/441

widespread throughout southern Britain this species is
steadi ly  increasing i ts  range nor thwards.  Th;  f i rs t  record
for the Hinckley area was from Burbage Common in 195g with
th ree  fu r the r  reco rds  i n  t he  1970s .  The  1980s  saw an  upsu rge
of  the but ter f ly  in  the d is t r ic t  par t icu lar ly  in  1 984 af ter
the prev ious year 's  drought  condi l ions.  By Lhe end of  1990
the species was being regurarly recorded t irroughout the
d i s t r i c t .
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3v'b
Manio la jur t ina L.  ( t " teadow brown;  map 30;  22/441

A widespread and often abundant species in suitable habitats.
while grassrands are the main haunts i t  can be encountered
in woodland r ides,  marshes,  scrubby areas and gardens.  Not
recorded in  the Hinck ley area pr ior  to  1 959 and i t  was not
unt i l  the 1 980s that  record ing of  the species showed i ts
t rue d is t . r ibut ion in  the area.  r t  is  l ike ly  that  most  rough
grasslands carry a popuration. At this t ime Burbage common
seems to be the main populat ion centre.

h"Zt 
Aphantopus hyperantus L. (ningtet; map 31; 7/441

A fa i r ly  widespread species in  the Br i t ish Is les tending to
form wel l -def ined co lonies in  a var ie ty  of  habi ta ts  wi t f ,  a
preference for damp sheltered areas such as woodland rides,
rairway cutt ings and lanes. rt tends not to favour dry
s i tuat ions.  Records f rom the Hinck ley area suggest  t t r l t  t t re
species is  l imi ted to  a handfu l  o f  s i tes,  in  p i i t icufar  Burbage
Common and Shenton Cutt ing atthough it  is l ike1y that other
colonies remain to be discovered. Recorded from the Shenton/
Ambion area by the VCH (Bouskel l ,  1907)  |  the number of  records
located is sparse with only three other reports up to the
1980s .  S ince  1980  the re  have  been  a  fu r the r  seven  reco rds
located.

\b"7 Coenonympha panphr-Ius L. (Smalt heath; map 32; 12/A+)

A but ter f ly  found throughout  the Br i t ish rsres and,  in
sui tabre habi ta ts ,  i t  may be abundant .  Because of  i ts
preference _for  rough grassrand the ef fect  o f  agr icu l ture
may have af fected the s tatus of  the species in  the Hinck ley
area.  F i rs t  recorded in  1968 f rom Burbage the but ter f ly
is encountered throughout the distr ict despite records [raving
been located for  on ly  12/44 te t rads.  Some apparent ly  su i tab ie
s i tes e.g.  Ashby Canal  corr idor  and Fosse t ' teadows,  h ive no
records but  th is  is  most  l ike ly  due to  the lack o i  record ing
rather  than absence of  the species.  As wi th  so many other
butterfr ies, Burbage common seems to be the stronghotd for
t h i s  spec ies  w i t h  38  be ing  seen  on  19 . v i . 99 .

Key for  maps: recorded before 1980

reco rded  a f te r  1980

recorded in both periods
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Map 1. Thynelicus sylvestr is Map 2. OchJodes venata

Map 3. Erynnis tages lfap 4- Pyrgus malvae

Map 5.  Lept idea s inapsis Map 6. CoLias crocea
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Map 8.  P ier is  brass icaeMap 7. Gonopteryx rhamni
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Map 9. Pieris rapae Map 1 0.  P ier is  napi

Map 1 1. Anthocharis cardamines Map 12. Callophrys rubi

Map 13. Quercusia guercus Map 14. Satyrium w-aibum

Map 1  5 .  Lycaena p laeas
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Map 16.  Polyomat tus icarus
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Map 17 . Cel-astr ina argiolus Map 18.  Ladoga camiL la

Map 19.  Vanessa ata ianta Map 20. Cynthia cardui

Map  21 .  AgTa is  u r t i cae Map 22. Nynphalis polyehToros
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Map 24. Polygonia e-al-bum
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Map 25. Argynnis aglaja Map 26. Argynnis paphia

Map 27. Pararge aeqeria Map 28. Lasiommata megera
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